PRESS RELEASE #7

Prêt-à-Loger represents the Dutch Solar Decathlon Team
for the 2014 competition in Versailles
The material and energy flows from the built environment to the ecosystem have failed to respect the latter’s
integrity and balance. Looking into the future, the team firmly acknowledges the need to counter this violation. We
believe that it is possible to correct the wrongs. That it is possible to take our built environment into the future. That
it is possible for all of us to co-exist and thrive with the eco-system again. Prêt-à-Loger is determined to turn this
possibility into reality. Visit our website for more information: www.pretaloger.nl

TEAM OFFICERS
Student team leader: David Jacome Polit (management@pretaloger.nl)
Contest Captain: Matthaios Zarmpis (project@pretaloger.nl)
Project Manager: Matthaios Zarmpis (info@pretaloger.nl)
Project Architect: Dennis IJsselstijn (design@pretaloger.nl),
Technical Manager: Josien Kruizinga (design@pretaloger.nl)
Project Urban Designer: Daniel Radai (urbanism@pretaloger.nl)
Health & Safety Coordinator: Petar Zhivkov (construction@pretaloger.nl)
Health & Safety Officers: Gini Arimbi (sustainability@pretaloger.nl) Arjan Oosterhof (A.J.Oosterhof@
student.tudelft.nl)
Project Electrical Engineer: Stelios Stavroulakis (electrical@pretaloger.nl)
Project Climate Designer: Stefan Hoekstra (s.hoekstra@pretaloger.nl)
Marketing Director: Nick Kerckhaert (marketing@pretaloger.nl)
Communications Coordinator: Osama Naji (communications@pretaloger.nl)
Construction Manager: Tim Jonathan (partners@pretaloger.nl)
Project Structural Engineer: George Xexakis (engineering@pretaloger.nl)
Project Environmental Engineer: Carolin Bellstedt (sustainability@pretaloger.nl)
Events Manager: Rianne den Ouden (events@pretaloger.nl)
Instrumentation contact: Stelios Stavroulakis (electrical@pretaloger.nl)
Partnership Manager: Tim Jonathan (partners@pretaloger.nl)
Certified Electrical Engineer: H.(Rik) Ter Horst (h.terhorst@groothuis.nl)
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TEAM MEMBERS
Architecture: Josien Kruizinga, Dennis IJsselstijn, Gabriele De Leo
Climate Design: Hardik Joshi, Stefan Hoekstra, Paul van Kan, Minyoung Kwon, Sergiu Troian, Maria Anastasaki, Marina
Fragkopoulou
Construction Management: Tim Jonathan, Petar Zhivkov, Gini Arimbi, Jan Portheine, Rudger de Jong, Arjan Oosterhof,
Fernando Peralta
Electrical Engineering: Stelios Stavroulakis, Dimitra Tasoula, Shree Harsha Muralidhar, Shreya Parmar
Feasability: Bob Bogers, Jasper Spiegeler, Derek van den Berg
Marketing: Nick Kerckhaert, Osama Naji, Laurence Gibbons, Rianne den Ouden, Esti Tichelaar, Andri Madian, Andre Madian,
Nina Nymoen, Liviu Paicu, Oana Anghelache
Partnerships: Tim Ras, Sevan Markerink, Jasper Overduin
PV design: Vasilis Tzimitras, Nicki Kandalepa, Anil Kumar Ananda
Spatial: Luca De Stefano, Futura Falco, Esti Tichelaar, Rianne den Ouden
Structural Engineering: George Xexakis, Eftichia Zoidi, Stavroula Schoina, Angela Greco, Davide Zanon, Vania Gatsiou
Sustainability: Carolin Bellstedt, Oswaldo Heinen, Marie-Louise de Kruiff, Maarten Bruinsma
Urban Design: Daniel Radai, Todor Kesarovski, Jules Gallissian
Partnerships: Tim Ras, Sevan Markerink, Jasper Overduin

PRIMARY FACULTY ADVISOR
Prof. Andy van den Dobbelsteen PhD MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Climate Design and Sustainability (A.A.J.F.vandenDobbelsteen@tudelft.nl)
DAILY FACULTY ADVISOR
Dr. Craig Lee Martin, MA Faculty of Architecture, Climate Design and Sustainability (C.L.Martin@tudelft.nl)
Prof. Dr. Ir. J.W.F. Wamelink (METIS) Faculty of Architecture, Real Estate & Housing (j.w.f.wamelink@tudelft.nl)

OTHER FACULTY ADVISORS
Prof. Thijs Asselbergs, MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Architectural Engineering
Prof. Ulrich Knaak, PhD MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Design of Constructions
Prof. Rob Nijsse, MSc
Faculty of Architecture / Civil Engineering and Geosciences,
Structural Engineering
Prof. Miro Zeman, PhD MSc
Faculty of Electrotechnical Engineering, Photovoltaic
Materials and Devices
Prof. Hans Wamelink, MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Design and Construction
Management

Prof. Anke van Hal, PhD MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Sustainable Housing Transformation
Dr. Arno Smets, MSc
Faculty of Electrotechnical Engineering, Photovoltaic Materials
and Devices
Dr. Hielkje Zijlstra, MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Research and Education of
Modification, Intervention and Transformation
Dr. Marcel Bilow, MSc
Faculty of Architecture, Product Development
Dr. Olindo Isabella MSc
Faculty of Electrotechnical Engineering, Photovoltaic Materials
and Devices

ADVISORY COMMITTEE LIST
Ir. M.A.E. (Marc) Calon, chair of Aedes (branch society for housing corporations)
A. (Annemarie) van Doorn, manager of the Dutch Green Building Council
Dr.ir. P. (Peter) Fraanje, Director of NVTB (Dutch society of suppliers to the construction industry)
A. (Annemarie) Jorritsma-Lebbink, mayor of Almere & chairwoman of VNG (Association of Dutch municipalities)
Prof.ir. K. (Karin) Laglas, Dean Faculty of Architecture, TU Delft
Prof.ir. K.C.A.M. (Karel) Luyben, Rector Magnificus, TU Delft
Mr.drs. M. (Marjan) Minnesma MBA, director of the Urgenda foundation
Drs. E.H.T.M. (Ed) Nijpels, Chair of NL Ingenieurs (society of Dutch engineering companies)
Ir. W.H. (Willem Hein) Schenk, Chair of BNA (Union of Dutch architects)
T. (Titia) Siertsema MBA, Chair of UNETO-VNI (branch society of building services companies)
Ir. S. (Stefan) van Uffelen, World Business Council for Sustainable Development
Drs. M.J.M. (Maxime) Verhagen, chair of Bouwend Nederland
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Main Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Supporters
®

4

“Let’s face it, if we really want to
make a difference...

... then the best place to start
is in our very own home”
--- Osama Naji,
Communications Coordinator
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Home with a Skin
Delft Technical University is participating to the Solar Decathlon Europe 2014 competition with
a large international group of students. The key concept of the Prêt-à-Loger team is to renew
the existing, looking for a solution that would improve the performance of the existing built
environment. The materialization of this goal is a modern insulated skin that, covering a part of
the house, will provide a climatic buffer zone and the surface needed to produce its own power.
This skin is the single tool of a larger project that has the ambition of involving different actors,
from the single household, to the surrounding community, to even the greater metropolitan area
of different cities.

Inspiration
Keeping in mind that only 1% of the built environment is renewed every year, it seems clear how
the aim of Prêt-à-Loger is to operate on the large amount of existing dwellings already present
in the Netherlands. The motto “Improve your House. Preserve your home.” represents explicitly
both the idea of enhancing the performances of the dwelling and the aim of shielding the original
feeling of the community and the neighbourhood. The skin has multiple consequences on the
daily life of a family, producing the power need by the household and widening the space of the
dwelling, facilitating the visual and physical connection with the surrounding environment.

Background
The city of Honselersdijk was chosen as a site. The area is close to the municipality of Delft
and represents a typical urban settlement of the Netherlands; with its 7.500 inhabitants and
its landscape dominated by the extensive presence of greenhouses. The selected building itself
portrays one of the most prevalent models of Dutch households, the so called “Doorzonwoning”.
6 out of 10 Dutch live in this kind of dwelling, making the chosen study case the most widespread
type of house in the Netherlands. This typology makes up 42 % of the available building stock
and constitutes a real mass market for the future spread of the Skin technology. Moreover the
typological peculiarity, the house and the neighbourhood were also chosen for the “human
factor”, a key component of the vision of the team. The fact that the family of Dennis IJsselstijn,
Project Architect of the team, owned one of the houses in the neighbourhood for almost 40 years,
gives the project ‘Home with a Skin’ a central role in the community environment preservation.

The Exhibition in Versailles
The goal of Prêt-à-Loger for the summer of 2014 was to bring in Versailles one of these typical
houses modified with their design in order to enable any visitor of the Solar Decathlon Europe
to experience the renewed space under the Skin. The entire exhibition aimed to show a realistic
slice of a Dutch neighbourhood, giving the impression to experience an actual slice of Holland
while roaming Versailles. The feeling that Prêt-à-Loger tried to recreate is a pure sense of comfort
and intimacy that only a real home can deliver.
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
Solar Decathlon 2014 Versailles
During the Solar Decathlon the Home with a Skin was the center of attention. It stood out with a
design that was so different from the rest of the concepts by using and showing an existing row
house, cladded in brick strips. When the visitors entered the home, they were often surprised
by the very homely feeling the team successfully recreated. This successful representation of an
existing home won some very nice awards during the competition. The team won the first prize
in communication & social awareness and sustainability. It came second in energy efficiency
and construction management and third overall, only 3 / 1.000 points behind the number 1.
This emphasized that the team performed very well overall and was very closing to winning the
competition, with a concept that was unique for the competition.

Official Opening in Delft
After the successful competition in Versailles, it was time to rebuild the house in the city where
it all started: Delft. The Home with a Skin got rebuild on the old site of the former Faculty of
Architecture, that burned down in May 2008. After a month of construction, it was time for the
official opening on the 25th of August 2014. The Dutch Minister for Housing and the Central
Government Sector Stef Blok ceremonially opened the house with the Rector Magnificus of the
TU Delft, Karel Luyben. Both emphasized the importance of innovative student initiatives like
this, and spoke their praises about the teams successes in the Solar Decathlon competition. The
opening was well visited by influential people working in the Dutch building industry, as well
as interested home owners and the teams partners and supporters, without which this project
would not have been possible. As of today, the pavilion is open for interested companies, home
owners, students and meetings, guided by a member of the team.

Media appearances
The team received a lot of media attention the last 2 years. Apparently the media noticed that
Prêt-à-Loger was providing a real solution, for real people in the Netherlands. Several members
of the team appeared on national television channels at different moments during the project,
and the team was shown while in competition in a Dutch TV serie called ‘Altijd wat‘. Most
importantly, all this media attention helped Prêt-à-Loger spread it’s core message: the challenge
of the sustainable future of the Netherlands lies in retrofitting the existing building stock.

The future
The dream of Prêt-à-Loger is to develop and apply The Skin on a large scale, not only making
these houses sustainable, but also providing a happier and healthier living environment for
the inhabitants. The Skin should be further developed in a toolbox, which could be easily
adapted, customised and mass-produced. Dennis’ house was our first case study but we are
now facing the need to bring our product to the market, our next competition.
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Official Opening - Delft

“A home with a skin is a real solution,
for real people in the Netherlands ... ”

Team Captain David Jacome handing over the key to Rector Magnificus Karel Luyben
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“... to sustain their environment, sustain
their memories and sustain their history.”
--- Osama Naji,
Communications Coordinator

Interior impression of the Home with a Skin
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“This vision is not starting tomorrow ...

Impressions of the Home with a Skin
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“... it is already here.”

--- Osama Naji,
Communications Coordinator

Prêt-à-Loger’s Home with a Skin facing a dark sky
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--- Prêt-à-Loger, TU Delft’s Solar Decathlon team 2014

Partners Contact:

General Information:

E-mail: partners@pretaloger.nl
Phone: +31 619 193 421

E-mail: info@pretaloger.nl
Phone: +31 653 855 096

Tim Jonathan

Matthaios Zarmpis

Media contacts:
www.pretaloger.nl
facebook.com/pretaloger
twitter.com/pretaloger

The material and the energy flows from the built environment to the eco-system have failed to respect the
latter’s integrity and balance. Looking into the future, the team firmly acknowledges the need to counter this
violation. We believe that is possible to correct the wrongs. That is possible to take our built environment into
the future. That is possible for all of us to co-exist and thrive with the eco-system again.

Prêt-à-Loger is determined to turn this possibility into reality.

Prêt-à-Loger represents the Dutch Solar Decathlon Team
for the 2014 competition in Versailles

